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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Response /) A \ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE ^ ^ ^^ONTH(S) FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 



UUU5 * J / 1 

^^Responsive to communication(s) filed on. 



□ This action is FINAL 

NtfSince this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
'accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims _ I / -n / cf 

\^ C laim(s) £t£r~3^> fiflo £>£^~& 0 is/are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) j — ^ — */are withdrawn from consideration. 

^CIalm(q) <^^^^ fi*d &3~~h T ■ — is/are allowed. 

□ Claim(s) -_ : — is/are ejected. 

^CIaim(s) kS~lf?Q 's/are objected to. 

□ Claim(s)— — are sut) i ect to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

j^The proposed drawing correction, filed nn 3/2Jf j 0 j is ^approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number). 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

*Certified copies not received: * 

Attachment(s) 

^Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other _ 

Office Action Summary 

U. S. Patent and Trademark Office / /- 

PTO-326 (Rev. 3-97) *U.S. Government Printing Office: 1997 - 417-376/50309 Part OT Kaper NO. I 
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1 . The amendment filed 3/29/01 has been fully considered. The proposed drawing changes 
(adding Figs. 15-16, in response to the issues raised in paragraphs 5 and 7 of the last office action) 
are approved. 

2. As noted previously and not addressed in the 3/29/01 response (the chart on pages 7-8 of 
the response being noted), regarding the "Incorporation by Reference" and "Related 
Applications" paragraphs at the top of page 1 of the specification, it remains unclear if applicant 
intended for the same applications to be listed in each paragraph, in which case it is noted that 
Ser. No. 09/368,826 is listed in the second paragraph but not the first. The "abandoned" status of 
09/134,686 and 09/344,758 has been inserted by the examiner on lines 9-10 of page 1 (under 
"Incorporation by Reference"); at this writing no patent number has been assigned to the allowed 
6 826 application. 

3. Claims 65-68 are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim cannot depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP 

§ 608.0 l(n). Accordingly, these claims have not been further treated on the merits, and should be 
cancelled in view of paragraph 4 below. 

4. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal matters: 
see paragraphs 2-3 above. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Tom Mullen whose telephone number is (703) 305-4382. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Mon-Thur from 6:30AM to 4:00PM. The examiner can also be reached 
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on alternate Fridays (6:30-3:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Jeff Hofsass, can be reached on (703) 305-4717. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 



Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 308-9051 (for formal communications intended for entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-6743 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 



T. Mullen 
April 3, 2001 




